
January 2010 

Tilstock Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2BY   Tel: 01948 660600  Fax: 01948 660610  Email: admin@sirjohntalbots.shropshire.sch.uk 

Website: www.sirjohntalbots.shropshire.sch.uk   

Dear Parents, carers and students 
 
Welcome back and Happy New Year to all students and parents.  
 
It has been the most disrupted start to a spring term for many years due to the bad weather. We 
made every attempt to remain open and parents must realise that it is not a straightforward 
decision to close as soon as snow falls. I have to consider a combination of factors that include: 
the ability, and safety of staff being able to get into school in adequate numbers to run all classes; 
the safety of the site, and if safe pathways can be cleared between buildings; and if school 
transport for students will run for drop-off and pick-up. Different factors affected us on the days we 
closed in that, on the first day staff could not get to school, as roads had not been cleared. On the 
second day the site was unsafe due to sheet ice on the car parks and playgrounds, whilst on the 
day we closed early the heavy snowfall arrived at 9.00am and school transport could not 
guarantee they could pick up students at the end of the day. I would like to thank you all for coping 
with this situation. Please be aware that in recent years our worst snowfall has come in February, 
so please listen to the announcements on Shropshire Radio (96FM) for details of closures. 
 
I would also remind you that if students have access to the internet they can access their work on 
the Learning Gateway, and could continue with any work stored there in our Subject files, and in 
their personal files. 
 
 We all now need to make an extra effort to make up for lost time and return to normal routines. A 
consequence of the poor weather has been deterioration in standards of dress. I would remind 
parents that full uniform is expected for all students, sweatshirt, white shirt (no polo shirts), house 
tie, black trousers or skirt and appropriate black school shoes. School fleeces, and waterproof, are 
the only coats allowed to be worn around school, but not in lessons. Wide belts, excessive make-
up, and fashion boots are not allowed. Likewise training shoes, facial piercings and coloured wrist 
bands, are not acceptable. 
 
This is a very important time of the year in determining examination entry for all students, as year 
10 and 11 both begin modular GCSE exams and coursework, indeed our A level students were in 
sitting exams during the snow. Year 9 have already embarked on GCSE courses, and take a 
further step with the beginning of the Option process. A reminder that the Year 9 parents’ evening 
has been rearranged for Monday 25

th
 of this month and Options evening is Wednesday 3rd 

February. Years 7 and 8 are both involved in ongoing monitoring and assessment activities that 
will help us to measure their progress towards their targets set at the start of the year. 
 
Our building programme is moving forward at some pace now with the completion of three outside 
covered areas, new Diploma ICT room, Drama room, Staffroom and MFL room. The work will 
begin soon to refurbish the Sixth Form Centre.  
 
Finally we were pleased with the recognition of the hard work put in by students, staff and parents 
to make SJTTC one of the top three most improved schools in Shropshire this year.   
 
 
Malcolm Roddy 
Headteacher 
 
  



Medication in school: If your child needs to bring medication into school, they MUST take it to 
Reprographics for safe keeping, accompanied by a note from parents giving permission and stating 
dosage. Students must not carry any medication on their person other than inhalers and epipens. 
 
Reminder of school uniform: - What is acceptable and what is not acceptable: 
• Please ensure all students have ties (ties are compulsory at all times). 
• Black footwear – No boots over trousers. 
• Jewellery – earrings need to be small, rings removed, chains must not be seen. Again  a 

reminder that “piercings” are not allowed and students will be asked to remove any  that are 
visible. 

• Year 10 & 11 are the only students allowed to wear ¾ length “tailored” trousers. 
• No black jeans. 
• Large belts must be removed. 
 

All items of uniform can be bought at Whitchurch Sports Shop. 
  
In addition to the uniform- school waterproof jackets on sale in school price £13.  
Black fleece  £15. 
These are the only jackets which will be permitted inside the school building.  All other outdoor 
jackets must not be worn inside.   
 
If you have any questions about uniform, you should see your child's tutor, Head of House or speak 
to Miss Glackin (Assistant Headteacher). 
 
Piercings: A reminder to all parents that facial piercings are not allowed so do not be persuaded 
by your children to let them have noses, lips, eyebrows, or multiple ear piercing done. Single stud, 
or single small hooped earrings, one per ear is acceptable. 
 
Valuables: Any valuables brought into school are the responsibility of the student. 

Parent Governor Vacancies:  
There are currently three vacant positions for Parent Governors on the Main Governing Body. 
Parents who wish to be considered for a position on the Governing Body should express their 
interest in writing to Howard Prince, Business Manager, at the school address. 
A formal application form and relevant details will then be sent to you. 

Year 9 Options: 
 
In the next few days, students in year 9 will be bringing home their options booklets .  Here 
you will find lots of useful information about the different courses on offer in year 10 and about 
the different 'pathways' which they might take.  Please discuss the option courses with your 
child, so that they are able to make the best choices they can over the coming weeks.   

The re-arranged year 9 parents' evening on Monday 25th January will give you the 
opportunity to discuss your child's progress with their subject teachers and tutor.  This will be 
followed by the options evening at 6.00pm on Wednesday 3rd February, where you will be 
given more information about each subject and about the options process.   

Over the  following two weeks each student will then have an interview with a senior member 
of staff to discuss their choices.  Parents are welcome to attend this interview.  If you have 
any questions about the whole process, please contact Mr Garthwaite (Deputy Headteacher) 
at the school. 

Mr Steve Garthwaite 
Deputy Headteacher 



At the end of last term, a group of Year 1 
and 2 pupils from Tilstock Primary School 
spent a morning in Food Technology. The 
children made three flavours of Christmas 
muffin which they decorated with fondant 
icing cut into Christmas shapes. The 
cakes were sprinkled with edible glitter 
dust and taken home in Christmas boxes, 
especially designed and created by the 
Technology department. 

Pictured left are some of the students 

Christmas Concert 2009: 
The 2009 Christmas Concert was a huge success! With a record 122 pupils taking part from years 
7 – 13, there was a huge range of talents. It was a very enjoyable evening for all involved. 
Thank you to everyone who took part!  

Instrumental Lesson Update….. 
The new scheme for instrumental lessons in school is proving to be very successful. We now 
have over 90 pupils taking lessons in school. The instruments on offer are: piano/keyboard, flute, 
clarinet, saxophone, violin and voice. Anyone interested in starting lessons to see Miss Neal. 

The X Factor 
The Music Department will be hosting its new production of The X Factor at 7pm on Tuesday 9

th
 

February 2010. (Tickets can be bought on the door £4 Adult £3 Concession). This performance 
will take over from the previous “Stars in Their Eyes” show and will feature last year’s winner, 
year 11 singer Ben Tyas. Any pupils wanting to take part will need to give their names to Miss 
Neal and prepare their chosen song for an audition (they must provide their own backing track). 
Pupils can audition on their own or as a duet or group of up to eight. 
 
Everyone welcome. Let’s see who has The X Factor! 

Oliver! 
Rehearsals for this year’s school production “Oliver!” are well under way. The production will 
take place at 7pm on the 23

rd
, 24

th
 & 25

th
 March 2010 in the school hall. Tickets will be on sale 

from the middle of March. 

Achievements:  
We are keen to recognise and celebrate our students’ achievements, including those 
outside of school.  If you wish to pass on any information to be included in our newsletters 
or for submission to the press, please send information and photographs to Mrs Hayley 
Burton (Headteacher’s PA),  via email to Burton.H@shropshirelg.net. 

Food Technology Department: 



Kieran Pritchard (Year 9) was presented with a certificate issued by 
The Cambridge Latin Project following his recent success in the 
Graded Test  to mark the end of the first Stage of the Cambridge Latin 
course. The Course aims to teach pupils to read Latin and learn about 
various aspects of Roman life at the same time. Kieran has studied 
this in his own time and achieved a good pass of 84%. 
Kieran is pictured with Mrs Scott (Latin Tutor) and Mr Roddy. 

Sir John Talbot’s Christmas Card competition sponsored by Grocontinental. 
 
Congratulations to the following students:Linda Grocott, Grocontinental’s Joint Manager Director 
is seen presenting the winners with their prizes. 

Achievements: 

Students in Oss Mere House have raised money to help 
support the Grace House Orphanage and school in Kathmandu, 
Nepal.  A Christmas card designed by Sophie Aumeer in Year 
10 went on sale and has raised a  grand total of £128.88.  
 
Donations have to date provided a caring home and basic 
education for 21 abandoned youngsters.  With your help and 
support we can help maintain the orphanage and develop the 
education for all of the children at Grace House. If you would 
like to help contact Mr Griffiths or Mrs Davis.  Please look at the 
website, www.ghnepal.org.  Thank you to everyone for their 
donations so far. 
 

Pictured above are Mrs Davis 
(Head of House) Sophie Aumeer, 
Lorna Watson and Koebe 
Matthews-O’Hara and Mr Griffiths. 

1
st
 Prize Sally Allen  2

nd
 Prize Rebecca Furber 3

rd
 Prize Jodie White 

Hockey: 
 
The U13 Girls Hockey squad took part in the North Shropshire 7 -a -side tournament.  Eleven teams entered 
in total with Sir John Talbot's entering two tournaments.  The B team only just missed out on a semi final 
place. The A team went through the group stage to meet Ellesmere College in the semi -final.    The girls won 
the match on penalties thanks to some fantastic goal keeping by Jess Bailey.  The girls played Moreton Hall in 
the final losing just 1-0 in the closing minutes of the match. All of the girls played exceptionally well.  
 
A Team (Lost 1-0 to Moreton Hall  
School in the Semi-final): 
Annie Gittins 
Jess Bailey 
Abi Viner 
Sally Allen 
Letara Newman 
Kelly Ward 

B Team: 
Olivia Edgerton 
Shannon Gibson 
Rebecca Stokes 
Lucy Berry 
Jodie White 
Leigh Dulson 
Georgina Narlock 

U13 Boys travelled to Oswestry to take part in 
the North Shropshire Tournament. Despite 
heavy rain the boys won every match and 
conceded only one goal during the whole 
tournament.   The team, ably led by Joe 
Nicholson, produced excellent hockey and 
demonstrated  outstanding team work.   

Team members: 
Joe Nicholson, Marcus 
Conway, Matthew Jesson, 
Stuart Dickin, Luke Edge, 
Jamie Soler, Joel Leese and 
Callum Briscoe. 



Dates for your Diary 
Spring Term 
 
25

th
 January – Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

26th January - Year 7 Theatre trip - “Christmas Carol” 
3

rd
 February – Year 10 and 11 GCSE Drama Theatre Trip 

3
rd

 February – Year 9 Options Evening 
4

th
 February – School Disco 

8
th
 February – Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

9
th
 February – The X Factor 

12th February - Jeans & Jumpers Day (Fund raising for Haiti earthquake disaster) 
13

th
 February – 21

st
 February – Half Term 

23
rd

 February – Year 10 Visit to West Midlands Army Careers 
2

nd
 March – Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

10
th
 March – Year 11 Drama ‘Maximize’ Revision 

11
th
 March – HPV Injections for Year 8 Girls 

11
th
 March – School Disco 

18
th
 March – VIth Form Philosophy & Ethics Conference 

19
th
 March – 22

nd
 March – Normandy Visit 

23
rd
 March – School Production of Oliver 

24
th
 March – School Production of Oliver 

25
th
 March – School Production of Oliver 

2
nd
 April – 18

th
 April – Easter Holiday 

 
Summer Term 
 
16

th
 April – Talbot Theatre – The Opera Dudes 

22nd April—School Disco 
27

th
 April – Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

3
rd
 May – May Bank Holiday 

4
th
 May – 7

th
 May – Year 10 Trial Exams 

5
th
 May – Year 7 Art Visit to the Tate Museum  

11
th
 May – GCSE/AS/A Level Music Recital 

27
th
 May – Year 8 Art Visit to the Tile Museum 

27
th
 May – Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

29
th
 May – 6

th
 June – Half Term  

24
th
 June – University Information Evening 

28
th
 June – 9

th
 July – Year 10 Work Experience 

2
nd

 July – Art and Design Exhibition at Civic Centre 
8

th
 July – Llangollen Eisteddfod 

13
th
 July – Summer Concert 

14
th
 July – Year 6 Induction Day 

24
th
 July – 7

th
 September – Summer Holiday 

 
NB: Items underlined have changed dates 
 
Throughout the year we have a dance school and a theatre school which run on a weekly basis.  
Please contact the Leisure Centre for more details. 
Dance School – Thursdays – 4.30 – 7.30 
Theatre School – Fridays – 4.30 – 9.00 and Saturdays – 10.00 – 12.00 
 
PTA Dates: 
 
2nd February - PTA Meeting (Music room) at 6.15pm, all welcome 
5th February - Coffee Morning (Whitchurch Civic ), any help appreciated, donations of Raffle/
Tombola/Bric a Brac welcome. 
26th June - Summer Fayre 



 Black/white copying 
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 Laminating to A3 
 

 
Bind-
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Arts Events in the Talbot Theatre,  
Sir John Talbot’s Technology College and  

Sixth Form 
Box Office: 01948 660660  

Tuesday 16th February 7.30pm 
Flicks in the Sticks presents 'The Time Traveller's Wife' (12a) 107mins 
A dramatic fantasy based on the best selling novel by Audrey Niffenegger about a love that transcends time. 
Tickets £3.50/£3 
  
Tuesday 9th March 7.30pm 
Flicks in the Sticks presents 'Julie and Julia' (12a) 125mins 
A woman verging on 30 and frustrated in a temp secretarial job takes on a year long culinary quest:cook all 
recipes in Julia Child's 'Mastering the Art of French Cooking'. She chronicles her trials and tribulations in a blog 
that catches on with the food crowd. Stars Amy Adams and Meryl Streep. 
  
Wednesday 10th March 7.30pm 
Whitchurch Branch of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust presents Miranda Krestovnikoff who will take you on a 
whistle-stop tour of our coast. She is one of the resident wildlife experts on BBC's 'The One Show'. Tickets £3/
£2. 
 
Saturday 13th March 8pm 
North Shropshire Folk presents 'Kerfuffle', one of the premier young folk acts in the UK today. 
Tickets £10/£8 
  
Wednesday 31st March 7.30pm 
C-Scape Dance Company presents 'When The Shops Shut' 
This new show uses the company's unique style of physical storytelling with an inspired blend of choreography, 
theatre, film, music and poetry. Suitable 8+ 
  
Friday 16th April 7.30pm 
'Opera Dudes - Licensed to Trill' 
Opera, swing, showstoppers, impressions, terrific singing, funny stories and singalongs with live piano 
accompaniment. 
  
Tuesday 20th April 7.30pm 
Flicks in the Sticks presents 
'An Education' (12a) 
  
Wednesday 5th May 7.30pm 
Pentabus Theatre Company presents 'Tales of the Country’.  




